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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, April 4, 2018.  Present were Jerry D. 
Lawrence, Chairman; Anthony Kinahan, Vice Chairman and Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk.  Also present was 
David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Tracy Altrich, Assistant Town Administrator.  The meeting 
convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

Michelle Verra, 42 Taft Avenue, Brockton 
Joan Delaney, 42 Taft Avenue, Brockton 
Linda Fowles, 332 Matfield Street 
Neil Conley, 376 Walnut Street 
Daniel Perrault, 357 Matfield Street 
Colleen Maloney, 228 Matfield Street (Southeastern Regional Representative for West Bridgewater) 
G. Allen Braddock, 390 Matfield Street 
Sizme Braddock, 390 Matfield Street 
Denise Reyes, 48 Columbus Avenue 
Daniel Reyes, 48 Columbus Avenue 
Mark Morris, 250 Foundry Street (Southeastern Regional School Business Manager) 
Wayne Carroll, 32 Meadow Lane 
Michelle Carroll, 32 Meadow Lane 
Rachel Carroll, 32 Meadow Lane 
Eileen Devilly, 108 Bedford Street 
Deborah Lancaster, 73 Ash Street 
Scott Ames, 4 Stonecroft Farm Lane 
Marian Goode, 147 West Street 
Kristine Roberts, 3 Southgate Avenue 
Sharon Ledin, 84 Maolis Avenue 
Ellen Snoegenbos, West Bridgewater Library 
Michelle DuBois, State Rep 
Walter Timilty, State Senator 
David Church, West Bridgewater Library 
Mike Kominsky, Representative for Samoset Rod and Gun Club 
Nils Anderson, President of Samoset Rod and Gun Club 
Anne Iannitelli, Town Clerk 
Chris Iannitelli, Director of Public Works 
Don Asack, 79 Forest Street 
Sandra Asack, 79 Forest Street 
 
 
Chairman Lawrence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Chairman Lawrence stated that for the public’s information, this meeting will be recorded.  Some and/or 
all of the parts of the meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access 
along with internet feeds and clips may be used separately from the entire meeting.  Chairman Lawrence 
asked that everyone please have their cell phones turned off. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Lawrence stated first on the Agenda is the Samoset Rod and Gun Club.  The Club is requesting 
a change of management and alteration of premises. 
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Mr. Moreira stated he is on the Board of the Samoset Rod and Gun Club and wishes to recuse himself as 
to not cause a conflict of interest. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to open the public meeting, Chairman Lawrence seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Ms. Altrich stated there are 2 issues before the Board.  One is a change of manager because the current 
manager is stepping down and the other issue is a change to premise, which is space they have currently 
been using outside, the Club would like to be able to consume alcohol in that outside area. The Club went 
before the Board of Appeals and received a special permit last October with the caveat that they put 
fencing up, which has been done. 

Mr. Kominsky spoke on behalf of Samoset Rod and Gun Club.  Mr. Kominsky stated the Club has 
complied with everything they were asked to do by the Town. 

Chairman Lawrence requested clarification as to whether they would be having a bar outside or just 
allowed to consume alcohol outside.  Mr. Kominsky replied it was just for consumption, there would not 
be a bar outside.   

Chairman Lawrence then asked if any abutters to the Samoset Club would like to be heard.  Dan Perrault 
stated he lives across the street from the Club and he has concerns about the noise level as he has young 
children.  Mr. Perrault stated the Club has always been a good neighbor and he has not had any issues 
with the Club but he does not think the Club should be allowed to drink outside. 

Ms. Altrich stated the current hours of the Club are Sunday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to midnight. 

Nils Anderson, President of Samoset Rod and Gun Club stated that the Club has a nice area that contains 
a bocce board, horse shoes, picnic tables with grills and Mr. Anderson feels it would be nice to be able to 
enjoy the outdoor activities with an alcoholic beverage. 

Chairman Lawrence stated he agrees with the neighbors that midnight may be a little late to hold 
functions in a residential community.  Chairman Lawrence suggested a deadline of 9:00 p.m. may be 
more reasonable. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to allow the alteration of premise with the deadline of 9:00 p.m. and also allow the 
change of manager, Chairman Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to close the hearing, Chairman Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira then resumed his position on the Board. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is the swearing in of new firefighters. 

Anne Iannitelli, West Bridgewater Town Clerk, swore in Justin Donna as Permanent Firefighter/EMT-P 
and Michael Devilly, Permanent Firefighter/EMT-B. 

Ms. Altrich stated she reviewed the list of residents of the Town who had passed away in 2017 and found 
4 people who had passed away were Town employees. 

Chairman Lawrence stated he would like the Annual Town Report to be dedicated to Howard Anderson, 
former police chief and resident who passed away in 2017, with a memorial to the remaining 3 residents 
who were Town employees.  Chairman Lawrence requested a photo of Howard Anderson. 



Page 3 of 8 
 

Chairman Lawrence MOVED to dedicate the Annual Town Report to Howard Anderson with a memorial 
to the 3 prior Town employees who passed away in 2017, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence announced next on the Agenda is a joint meeting with the Library Trustees.  
Chairman Lawrence recused himself from this discussion because he is seeking to become a member of 
the Library Board of Trustees. 

Mr. Kinahan assumed position as Acting Chair. 

Mr. Kinahan asked Mr. Lawrence why he wanted to be on the Library Board of Trustees?  Mr. Lawrence 
stated he is currently President of the Friends of the Library where he has worked closely with the 
director, Ellen, and he believes Ellen is doing a great job with the Library. Mr. Lawrence stated with his 
retirement from the Board of Selectmen, he believes the Library will be a good place to utilize his 
services. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to appoint Jerry Lawrence to the Library Board of Trustees, Mr. Moreira 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

A rollcall vote was taken with both the Board of Selectmen and the Library Board of Trustees.  All voted 
in favor of Mr. Lawrence becoming a Trustee of the Library. 

Chairman Lawrence resumed position as Chair. 

Chairman Lawrence stated as tonight was his final night on the Board of Selectmen, one of the things he 
asked as being a member of the Board of Selectmen, was to recognize the Town’s longtime employees, 
volunteers and especially elected officials.  Chairman Lawrence explained as part of this, all newly 
elected officials will be receiving a commemorative pin marking the celebration of their service to the 
Town.  Chairman Lawrence requested for tonight’s Agenda, that he be allowed to distribute the first pins 
starting with the members of the Board of Selectmen and also the members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Library. 

Chairman Lawrence presented the first pin to Selectmen Moreira.  Chairman Lawrence next presented a 
pin to Selectmen Kinahan. Chairman Lawrence continued the presentation by distributing pins to all the 
members of the Library Board of Trustees.  Next to receive pins were elected officials and Michele 
DuBois, State Representative and Walter Timilty, State Senator. 

Chairman Lawrence requested to return on the new Selectman’s first meeting so that he may give him or 
her their commemorative pin. 

Mr. Moreira requested to say a few words while State Senator Timilty and State Representative DuBois 
were at the meeting.  Mr. Moreira stated that West Bridgewater receives the lowest funds with respect to 
Chapter 70(b) Funding for schools.  Mr. Moreira further stated that West Bridgewater needs help with 
sidewalks and some traffic lights.   

Ms. DuBois stated for the last 3 years, local aid and school funding for West Bridgewater has gone up. 
She mentioned that there are a lot of ideas for changing the formula for Chapter 70(b) funding because it 
is terrible and needs to be changed.  Ms. DuBois said herself along with the whole legislature, are trying 
to change the formula. 

Senator Timilty stated he has been opposed to the Chapter 70 formula since he was sworn into the House.  
Senator Timilty stated he has co-sponsored bills and amendments to change the formula because it is 
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patently unfair to so many cities and towns.  Senator Timilty stated the problem is a two-thirds vote is 
needed to pass and unfortunately there are legislators out there whose communities benefit from the way 
the formula is currently structured so they vote no and the result is not getting the two-thirds vote to pass 
changing the formula.  Senator Timilty said he will continue to try to change the formula. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is Budget Hearings.  Budget 3200, Southeastern Regional.  

Mark Morris, Southeastern Regional School Business Manager and Colleen Maloney, Southeastern 
Regional Representative for West Bridgewater will be presenting this Budget.  Mr. Morris stated the 
FY’19 budget for Southeastern is up 3% from last year but because West Bridgewater’s enrollment is 
down from last year, that means that West Bridgewater’s assessment is down for FY’19 from last year. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to pass on Budget 3200, Southeastern Regional, to the Finance Committee, Mr. 
Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Iannitelli, Director of Public Works, presented for Budget 4215, Public Works.  Mr. Iannitelli stated 
this is a merge of the original Parks Department, Highway, General Administration, the Highway 
Maintenance and the Vehicle Maintenance.  Those 4 budgets were combined and are now called Public 
Works.  Mr. Iannitelli stated the budget has a few increases but not many, some of which are contractual. 

Mr. Iannitelli presented for Budget 4230, Snow Removal. There is no increase in this budget. 

Mr. Iannitelli presented for Budget 4240, Street Lighting.  Mr. Iannitelli requested an increase in this 
budget based on contracts with National Grid and other energy suppliers. 

Mr. Iannitelli presented for Budget 4330, Waste Disposal.  Mr. Iannitelli stated there is an increase 
requested for this budget as this budget has to do with items that people dump on the side of the road.  
This trend of dumping on the side of the road has increased over the year. 

Chairman Lawrence requested Mr. Iannitelli to see if it would be possible to have the Transfer Station 
opened late one night a week for people who cannot get to it during regular hours. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on Budgets 4215, Public Works; Budget 4230, Snow Removal; Budget 
4240, Street Lighting; and Budget 4330, Waste Disposal, to the Finance Committee, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated there is a request for a transfer of funds of $8,500 to Street Lighting from the 
Finance Committee Reserve. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Transfer of Funds, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne presented for Budget 1140, Moderator.  Mr. Gagne stated this budget is level funded. 

Mr. Gagne presented for Budget 1930, Insurances.  Mr. Gagne stated there is an increase in this budget 
for 7% due to several new claims this year. 

Mr. Gagne presented for Budget 2440, Sealer of Weights and Measures.  Mr. Gagne stated this budget is 
being level funded. 

Mr. Gagne presented for Budget 6910, Historical Commission.  Mr. Gagne stated budget is being level 
funded. 
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Mr. Gagne presented for Budget 9100, Benefits.  Mr. Gagne stated this budget is chiefly the Town’s 
retirement costs and health care costs which is up about 7 ½%. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on Budgets 1140, Moderator; Budget 1930, Insurances; Budget 2440, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures; Budget 6910, Historical Commission; and Budget 9100, Benefits, to the 
Finance Committee, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne discussed iOn the Ball, LLC.  Mr. Gagne stated the Town signed a Mitigation Agreement a 
couple of years ago with iOn the Ball.  This company has now been sold to Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc.  
Mr. Gagne explained iOn the Ball, LLC is transferring the Agreement to Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc.   

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the transfer of the Assignment of Mitigation Grant Agreement from iOn 
the Ball, LLC to Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc., Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the Site Plan Review for 446 Walnut Street.  He stated there is currently a very 
small landscaping yard and they are looking to transition it to a small electrical contractors’ yard 
consisting of parking vans and trucks at the location.  Mr. Gagne stated the Site Plan Review would then 
go on to Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Site Plan Review and move it onto the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Altrich discussed the Town has a few committee members who have not come in to the Town Clerk 
to be sworn into their positions.  Ms. Altrich explained the Town has attempted to reach these members 
several times and request them to be sworn in but have had no success.  Ms. Altrich would like to send a 
letter to each member stating they have 14 days to be sworn in or they will lose their committee positions. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send a letter to members of committees who have not been sworn in stating they 
have two weeks to come in to Town Clerk and get sworn in or the Town will consider this their 
resignation, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the Town has reached an agreement regarding the Clerical Contract whereby there 
will accrue a 2 ½% per year increase over three years.  The contract also would reduce their current step 
of 20 years down to 18 but in return, supplemental longevity for all people with less than 19 years and 
lower will be eliminated and lower the longevity for all employees currently below 10 years and new 
hires, which would be consistent with the Town Bylaws. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve and sign the new Clerical Contract, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 
voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the reclassification of the Assistant Town Clerk, Sharon Ledin.  Mr. Gagne 
explained that the Town Clerk, Anne Iannitelli brought Sharon Ledin in at below level which saved the 
Town money for a few years.  Ms. Ledin has now been working for 3 years and has been trained for the 
position, she’s been to numerous outside seminars, which now entitles her the right to be reclassified from 
Head Secretary to Head Administrative Secretary which would take effect July 1, 2018. 

Anne Iannitelli explained that Sharon Ledin is a valuable asset to Anne’s office.  Ms. Iannitelli states that 
Ms. Ledin is easily able to stand in for Anne while Anne is out of the office. Ms. Iannitelli states she is 
thrilled to have her and has every confidence in her abilities to run the Town Clerk office. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the reclassification of Assistant Town Clerk, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 
and so voted unanimously. 
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Chairman Lawrence presented a commemorative Town of West Bridgewater pin to Don Asack for his 
many years of service with the water department.  

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve naming the street leading to the water tanks off of North Elm Street, 
Asack Way, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence presented Don Asack with the street sign labeled “Asack Way” to be used on the 
street dedicated to Don Asack. 

Don Asack thanked the Town and the Board for all the help and support of him and the Water 
Department through the years.  

Chairman Lawrence stated that so many side roads now are being used as cut-throughs due to the traffic 
on Route 106.  Chairman Lawrence explained that River Street is one of the streets being effected by cut-
throughs.  He would like to suggest the Board approving either a 3-way stop or a 4-way stop at River and 
Charles Streets or River and Howard Streets. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the new rates for National Grid.  Mr. Gagne explained that residents who have 
National Grid paid a little more in the winter, now will pay a little less in the summer.  Residents still 
have time to opt out of the aggregated plan and sign up for National Grid if they so choose.  Mr. Gagne 
stated the summer rates start May 1st. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the Massachusetts Pregnant Workers Fairness Act went into effect on April 1st.  The 
Town has done what it is supposed to do by law and the Town is compliant. 

Mr. Gagne stated we have two Requests to Use Town Roads.  The first one is for Jim Holden.  Mr. 
Holden is requesting to use the Transfer Station on April 7 and other request is for NE Race Management.  
Mr. Gagne explained they are requesting to use certain roads in town for a “Crush Cancer Road Race” at 
the end of April.  They have both been approved by the Town. 

Mr. Gagne discussed the status of the Dog Park.  Ms. Aronstein, who no longer works for the Town, was 
working on this project.  The Town has gone through three iterations of the site and it still has not passed.  
The Town will need to submit another plan to the Stanton Foundation but that will happen in the 
summertime once the Town gets through the Town Meetings. 

Mr. Gagne next discussed street lights at Andrea Way are not underground, they are above-ground so all 
the Town has to do is install a light at one pole.  Mr. Gagne will place the work order with the Public 
Works Department. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the street light at Andrea Way, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne explained the other location for the street light is North Elm Street/Stepping Stone Way.  
There was a light there but when new lights were installed in that area, they did not replace the street light 
that was there previously.  Mr. Gagne stated the work order has been placed with National Grid. 

Mr. Gagne stated next on the Agenda is a traffic light at East Street/East Center Street.  Mr. Gagne 
explained the Town is waiting to learn what the final costs will be for this project.  There will be a bid 
opening on April 13 and that will give the Town the information it needs to move forward with the 
project. 
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Next was a tribute to Selectmen Jerry Lawrence as this was Chairman Lawrence’s last meeting in his 
position as a Selectmen for the Town of West Bridgewater. 

Chairman Lawrence was given citations by the state which were awarded to Chairman Lawrence by 
Representative DuBois and Senator Timilty.  Also, Mr. Kinahan read a citation issued by Governor Baker 
and Karen Polito to Chairman Lawrence for all his great years of service to the Town of West 
Bridgewater. 

Vice Chairman Anthony Kinahan and Clerk Eldon Moreira awarded Chairman Lawrence a Certificate of 
Appreciation in recognition of his many years of dedicated service to the Town of West Bridgewater. 

The Town then presented Chairman Lawrence with a few gifts to thank him for his service. 

At 8:35 p.m. Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting, Chairman Lawrence seconded. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Haggerty, Confidential Secretary 

 

 List of documents in the April 4, 2018 Meeting Packet: 

 Samoset Rod and Gun Club, Alteration of Licensed Premises and Change of Manager: 
- Public Hearing Notice 
- Retail Alcoholic Beverages License Application Monetary Transmittal Form 
- Application for Multiple Amendments 
- Applicant’s Statement 
- Certificate of Corporate Vote 
- Copy of Plans 
- Town of West Bridgewater Policy on Dispensing Alcohol to Minors 
- Certificate of Completion 
- West Bridgewater Police Department Incident Report 
- Decision of Board of Appeals on the Application for a Special Permit 

 Letter from Fire Department re Appointment of New Firefighters 
 Request Letter from Jerry D. Lawrence re Board of Library Trustees 
 Budget Requests for: 

- 3200 – Southeastern Regional School 
- 4215 – Public Works 
- 4230 – Public Works Snow Removal 
- 4240 – Public Works Street Lighting 
- 4330 – Waste Disposal 
- 1140 - Moderator 
- 1930 - Insurances 
- 2440 – Sealer of Weights and Measures 
- 6910 – Historical Commission 
- 9100 - Benefits 

 Request from Town Counsel to revise Consent of Mitigation Grant Agreement Concerning 
Billboard Advertising in the Town of West Bridgewater 
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 Consent of Mitigation Grant Agreement Concerning Billboard Advertising in the Town of West 
Bridgewater 

 Request for Transfer Funding from Board of Selectmen re $8,500 for Street Lighting 
 Special Permit and Site Plan Review for 446 Walnut Street, West Bridgewater 
 Memo to Board of Selectmen from Tracy Altrich re 2017 Town Report Dedication 
 List of West Bridgewater Deaths 2017 
 Letters to Committee Members who have not been sworn in yet 
 Agreement between Town of West Bridgewater and SPEA Union Members 
 Memo re Reclassification of Assistant Town Clerk 
 Email with new National Grid Rates 
 Pregnant Workers Fairness Act 
 Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds – Jim Holden 
 Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds – NE Race Management 


